Eloise Watkins Terry
October 8, 1915 - September 1, 2019

Ms. Eloise Watkins Terry, age 103, formerly of 323 Cannons Lane, Louisville, KY, passed
away peacefully on Sunday, September 1, 2019, with her family by her side. She was born
on October 8, 1915 in Union County, KY to the late Norbert and Hallie Watkins.
Eloise began her dance career when she was eight years old at the Ethel Welsh Nagel
studios. She subsequently moved to the Freiberg Dance Studio under the direction of
Jack Stanly. She had become an accomplished adagio and ballroom dancer when she
graduated from Louisville Girls High School in 1933. George Terry, a professional dancer
and Louisville native, had returned to Louisville from working in California and was looking
for a partner. So, with an enthusiastic Eloise, they took their act on the road. They toured
North America with their adagio and ballroom dancing and musical comedy until George
was drafted for the war in 1942.
Eloise came back to Louisville and went to work for WHAS Radio and later TV. She was
tireless in organizing USO shows in Kentuckiana through the early 50's. The shows, called
"Kentucky Colonelettes" featured teenage dancers and singers, and performed 850 shows
for Army, Navy, and Air Force personnel in Kentuckiana. At WHAS TV, Eloise created and
performed the character "Lil Black Widder" on the daily T-Bar-V TV show.
Eloise and George had married in 1948, but his assignment in counterintelligence kept her
from joining him until 1954, when she joined him in Germany and later in Italy, keeping
busy there organizing shows with our servicemen and even some German and Italian
nationals. George retired in 1965 and they returned to Louisville. Sadly, George died in
1966.
Eloise returned to the business world where she excelled just as she had in entertainment.
In 1971, she was elected President of the St. Matthews Business and Professional
Women's Club. She had begun volunteer work also. In 1970, she received the American
Red Cross Clara Barton Award for outstanding service. In 1971, she was awarded a
United Nations Medal for contributions to the Kentucky Chapter as secretary for three

years. In 1972, she was commissioned as a KY Colonel. In 1987, Eloise received a Bell
award for outstanding community service by WLKY Spirit of Louisville Foundation. In
1995, she received an award of excellence from the Indiana Community Theatre. In 2003,
she received the outstanding service award from the Louisville VA Medical Center for her
more than 35 years of volunteer service at the VA Hospital.
But the theatre is Eloise's love. Through the years, she has performed or choreographed
for Belknap Campus Playhouse, Carriage House Players, Clarksville Little Theatre
(receiving their award of excellence) and Actors Theatre.
In 1979, Eloise obtained permission from Senior Citizens East to start a volunteer variety
show group for seniors in Louisville. The group began with about a half dozen seniors.
Through her leadership, forty years later, Young Hearts Theatre is a unique organization of
active seniors aged 60 and older interested in advancing the musical theatre in the
Kentuckiana area. The troupe presents two shows each year, one in the spring and one in
the Fall. Eloise remained active in the group, singing and dancing more than 90 years
after her first dance lesson at the Ethel Welsh Nagel studios. She was a remarkable
woman!
Eloise was preceded in death not only by her parents and her loving husband, Major
George M. Terry, but also her sister Kathleen Wallace; aunts Margaret F. Doris, Waunita
Doris, and Inah Doris.
She was loved by all who knew her, but some of those who will especially cherish her
memory are her nephew James A. Wallace (Brenda); great-nephew Brian Shuman; greatnieces Kim Carter, Kelly Stinson, Meredith Yarbrough; grand-niece Peyton Yarbrough;
grand-nephews Parker Yarbrough, A.D. Carter V., Wallace Carter, Everette Stinson, Lucas
Stinson, Patrick Shuman, Isaac Shuman; cousins Patricia White, and Robert Doris.
In keeping with her wishes to share the joy of the theatre and entertainment, memorial
contributions may be made in her honor to the Young Hearts Theatre, 3113 Lexington Rd,
Louisville, KY 40206, Senior Care Experts, 145 Thierman Ln, Louisville, KY 40207, or
Clarksville Little Theatre, 301 E Montgomery Ave, Clarksville, IN 47129.
Please join us for a Celebration of Eloise's Life at 4:00 pm on Sunday, September 15 at
Rattermans Funeral Home, 3711 Lexington Road, "in St. Matthews". We will begin
gathering at 3 pm to visit and share memories of Eloise.

Events
SEP
15

Visitation

03:00PM - 04:00PM

Ratterman Brothers Funeral Home
3711 Lexington Road, Louisville, KY, US, 40207

SEP
15

Celebration of Life

04:00PM

Ratterman Brothers Funeral Home
3711 Lexington Road, Louisville, KY, US, 40207

Comments

“

To Eloise's Family: My sincere condolences to each and everyone of you on the
passing of a very special lady, Eloise. Years ago when I started attending the Young
Hearts Shows, Eloise and I became friends right away. She was a very
accomplished, bright, kind, sweet, personality plus, talented, friendly, outstanding
and most amazing woman. We shared a huge common interest which was love and
appreciation of music and dance. Not only will I miss her dearly, but she will be
missed by everyone. Eloise will always have a special place in my heart. Love you
always! Suzanne Eveslage, Shepherdsville, Kentucky.

SUZANNE EVESLAGE - September 10, 2019 at 04:39 PM

