Margaret A. Wampler
December 18, 1935 - October 29, 2019

The Wampler family invites you to join us in a celebration of the life of our Mother:
Marge Wampler
Visitation & Funeral Information for Marge Wampler.
Marge Wampler’s Visitation will be Monday November 4th from 3:00 pm until 8 p.m.
at Ratterman Brothers Funeral Home East at 12900 Shelbyville Road;
Louisville Kentucky. Her Funeral Mass will be Tuesday November 5th
at 10:00 a.m. at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church at 1000 N Beckley Station Rd. 40245.
In Remembrance: Margaret Alice Wampler

Margaret Alice Kelly Wampler was born December 18, 1935 to Edward Kelly and Marie
Kelly devout Irish Catholics in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Her grandparents came to the
United States from County Cork; Ireland in hope of a better life. Marge or Margie as she
was called grew up with doting parents along with her brother Edward Kelly Jr. and sister
Marie Kelly.
As a young woman growing up in difficult times; she would follow her family’s Catholic
values by living a life of service for others, unconditionally loving her family and friends;
and developing her deep faith in the Lord.
Marge, was a vibrant, high energy child with lots of friends, involvement in numerous
activities including coaching basketball and a top student in her catholic school. When she
graduated 8th grade she was offered a scholarship to an all-girls school in the suburb she
lived in called Brookline. Mom said, “But I wanted to go to school with boys”. She ended
up going to St. Mary’s of the Mount in Mt. Washington, Pennsylvania where she took two
street cars to get to school.

When Marge graduated High School, she obtained her degree in nursing from Mercy
School of Nursing. Her driving force was she wanted to care for the sick. She moved to
Washington D.C. where she started her nursing career at DC General Hospital. That
decision changed her life and led to ours. Mom’s friends had a going away party as she
planned to move back to Pittsburgh after her DC Internship but she met a man who
walked into that party with stories of His military service, Boxing championships and movie
acting. Her future husband had big dreams and later told his mother that first night, “I am
going to marry that woman.” It did not take long for them to fall in love and get engaged.
Her Irish Eyes and Smile were too much for Dad so he proposed on April 17, 1958.0
Margie married our father Thomas Nelson Wampler on November 8th; 1958. He was the
love of her life! They embraced life together in Virginia - she as a Nurse and he working in
businesses. It wasn’t long after her first 2 children Thomas Nelson II and Edward Jennings
were born into this world that she found her true calling as a Mother.
My father’s promotions took us around the country we started our family in Falls Church
Virginia and then moved to Houston, Texas then onto Montgomery; Alabama. One of the
highlights in Houston for Mom was when she found out my Father had attended classes
privately for months to prepare to become a catholic. He surprised her one Sunday and
she would always love to tell that story given her unshakable faith -but always saying he
did it in his own.
Then it was Alabama where Jeffrey Michael and Kelly Marie we’re born. Those years in
Alabama were so special as they made lifelong friends and watched their kids grow up
together. They volunteered together at the local Church/School Queen of Mercy only to
find out the church was going to close. Well at least until Marge and Tom got involved,
helped raise money, improve the buildings; brought in an order of teaching nuns and help
that church and school thrive for decades long after they left.
Mom lived with such a great zest for life and just loved watching her kids play sports. She
was a regular cheering Tommy and Eddy on in their football games even sometimes this
crazy Marge would be spotted running 50 yards down the field alongside them as they
would race for touchdowns. She also worked part time as a Nurse and for some reason
decided to do our vaccine injections at home. Yes, that was a bit terrifying.
That’s also when they started to take us to the Wonderful World of Destin, Florida - with
beautiful white sandy beaches that would stretch for miles - no buildings or development
in sight back then. So many great memories in Destin for our Family and Friends. It’s so
true the Family that Prays Together Stays Together and the Family that Vacations

Together Stays Together.
West Virginia was the next stop on the Wampler Family Tour with mom and dad
volunteering at St Francis of Assisi where they also worked tirelessly to save the school
which was going to be closed. There were more family sports and fun times learning to
love nature, living on the river and learning to boat and fish. Later it was on to a new
Home here in Kentucky.
The Bluegrass State always felt like home for Marge and Tom. They met many new
friends, helped start a church out of a big warehouse garage that later became St Patrick’s
- you are sitting in that church today (no longer in a warehouse garage). Marge believed
everything happened for a reason including that they were placed in different cities at
precisely the right time to help build churches to grow and thrive. This incredible church
and thriving community are a testament to that. Her kids all went on to graduate high
school and off to college. They enjoyed so many years here in Louisville with friends and
attending events like the Kentucky Derby with occasional trips to enjoy Europe - they
loved Paris and Mexico. They later moved to the wonderful City of Chicago for a few years
before returning to “My Old Kentucky Home” they so loved.
Marge lost the love of her life in October 1992. She cared for him in sickness and in
health, was at his bedside his final days and moments. It was a difficult time as we would
catch her listening to recordings of his voice after he passed. Her love for him and our
family was profound and relentless. They are together today.
She picked herself up and became a pillar of the Lake Forest Community and the Saint
Patrick’s Church. We think she was somehow sort of like the Mayor in Lake Forest and
knew everyone. Her neighbors here today on Bridgecreek can attest to her vibrant energy,
devout faith and love of connecting with the human spirit. Thank You to the Lake Forest
family that would also watch over her. She loves you all so much.
She was back as a Nurse again, traveled again to Europe and around the US a few more
times including annual trips to Destin with her Dear Friend Linda and she spent countless
hours volunteering at St Patrick’s as well as around the community helping in any way she
could. She became known as we call her Mother Marge for her efforts volunteering for
everything and everyone. Mom loved the Seniors Group; Leprechauns; and all the
activities they did together. She would also take communion to those who could not come
to church and would sit and read to patients with senior diseases and she was on the
bereavement team. One of her favorite things to do at St. Patrick’s was to go to school
when they had seniors come in and talk about their lives. She would bring in this old shoe

making kit that my grandpa had to make their shoes. Along way from Nike and Adidas.
She loved seeing them watch her in awe and the funny questions that they would ask her.
Thank You to all the wonderful people of St Patrick’s here today. She loved you all so
much.
Marge has gone from this Earth; but Heaven has gained an Angel. She will be the
Guardian Angel to her grandchildren - Tre, Alex, Marissa, Chloe, Destiny, Cat, Sylvia,
Sarah, Michael and Sophia and her great grandson Thomas who she loved so much. She
was so proud of her family loved celebrating all of their milestones. Our family is her
legacy. You are her legacy. She instilled in each of us to be better than ourselves and to
give back to people that need help. Her family will continue her beliefs and caring and she
would ask that if she touched your life that you find a way to help others so that her Spirit
Lives On. Live Big. Live Generously, Live Kind and Live with Faith.
We would like to thank you all for being here and want to close with this special Irish
Blessing.
May the Road Rise Up
May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face;
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm
of His hand.
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Comments

“

Team Naperville purchased the Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant for the family of
Margaret A. Wampler.

Team Naperville - November 04, 2019 at 10:20 AM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Margaret A. Wampler.

November 04, 2019 at 08:46 AM

“

From, your Nutanix team. purchased the Vivid Recollections for the family of
Margaret A. Wampler.

From, your Nutanix team. - November 04, 2019 at 07:33 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Margaret A. Wampler.

November 04, 2019 at 07:16 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Margaret A. Wampler.

November 03, 2019 at 09:53 PM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Margaret A. Wampler.

November 03, 2019 at 05:56 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Margaret A. Wampler.

November 03, 2019 at 10:55 AM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Margaret A. Wampler.

November 03, 2019 at 09:14 AM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Margaret A. Wampler.

November 03, 2019 at 08:22 AM

“

I worked with Marge at Suburban Hospital! She was a wonderful nurse and person! I
always loved her and loved talking to her! She always talked about her family! After
she retired, I would see her at the hospital volunteering!
She was a blessing! I’m sorry for your loss and pray for peace and comfort for you
all!
Heaven gained a wonderful lady!

Treva Puckett - November 03, 2019 at 07:09 AM

“

Betty Quan (St. Patricks) lit a candle in memory of Margaret A. Wampler

Betty Quan (St. Patricks) - November 02, 2019 at 06:17 PM

“

Perry & Pam Jones, Florence, KY purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the
family of Margaret A. Wampler.

Perry & Pam Jones, Florence, KY - November 02, 2019 at 11:44 AM

“

Marge was at our table for the first Women's Circle Bible Study called Walking With
Purpose. I fell in love with her, right away, because she cared for us at the table,
lovingly, humbly telling us how much she learned from us while, actually she was
giving us the gift of her faith through humor and encouragement. She will remain in
my heart as a well-done-my-good-and-faithful-servant soul, who lived her faith
outloud, fearlessly.

Kay Davis - November 02, 2019 at 08:30 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Margaret A. Wampler.

November 01, 2019 at 11:20 PM

“

Pam, Deb, Nancy, Heidi, Kim,Lee Ann and Ettie purchased the Serene Reflections
Bouquet for the family of Margaret A. Wampler.

Pam, Deb, Nancy, Heidi, Kim,Lee Ann and Ettie - November 01, 2019 at 07:56 PM

“

Lee & Joanne Hines purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of Margaret A.
Wampler.

Lee & Joanne Hines - November 01, 2019 at 03:14 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Margaret A. Wampler.

November 01, 2019 at 03:07 PM

“

Growing up across the street from the Wampler family on Winter Street in St. Albans,
WV was one of my fondest childhood memories. From playing football in the street,
participating in Boy Scouts to literally running the neighborhood, there was never a
dull moment with Tom, Ed, Jeff and Kelly. I remember Mrs. Wampler being a loving,
sweet kind and gentle lady. She will be sadly missed.

Lee Hines - November 01, 2019 at 02:30 PM

